Schoonhoven, the Netherlands, August 2010

Dear brothers and sisters,

Greetings in the name of our loving Savior Jesus Christ! There have been a lot of developments recently, so here’s a special letter in between two normal newsletters. Over the years you have invested and shown trust in my life and work as missionary. We have become a team together. I wish I could talk to each one of you personally but that’s not going to be possible, so a letter will have to do. I noticed over the past two weeks that every person that I had a chance to talk with personally could grasp the vision behind the developments and stand behind them as a part of my life as a missionary. I hope the same will happen through this letter. 
Summary of the News
My time as staff with IHOP-KC has ended, but my vision to unite prayer and missions has only increased. Half a year ago the Lord started bringing the city of Utrecht in the Netherlands to my attention. Through the experience I gained as I was traveling I realized that I want more knowledge to be better prepared for what I know to be my calling, and the growth that I expect in that calling. So I have decided to start studying Economics and Business at Utrecht University. I will continue to be an intercessory missionary at heart, as well as continue to invest in starting projects and initiatives in Utrecht, the Netherlands and other nations, especially what is happening through friends in India and Myanmar. This is the summary. If you’d like to know more, then continue reading.

Changes
Much has changed in the last few months. Here are the most important ones:
· My time as full time staff with IHOP-KC has ended after three years.

· Because of that, I can’t continue to live in the United States.

· At the end of July my grandmother Verhoef passed away while I was in Zimbabwe. God seemed to say that now was the time to go back to the Netherlands and not continue traveling through Zambia and Mozambique for another month, as was planned.

· That ended a 1,5 year season of traveling in various countries, in which I have gained so much insight and experience. The trips to India and Brazil this Fall are cancelled now as well.

· Back in the Netherlands I got many confirmations to sign up last minute to study Economics and Business at Utrecht University and to live there and be available for what God wants to do through me in Utrecht and the Netherlands in the coming years. 

Why these changes?
These changes may be unexpected, yet they are not as new as it seems. My choice to study Economics and Business doesn’t mean that I’m now less of a missionary, but that it is being strengthened. My goal with studying is to become more effective and be more prepared for my calling.

This season of traveling and preparation made clear that I want to have impact on a much bigger scale than is possible right now. There is expectation and faith that there will be a time in my life when that is the case. However, in this season it also became clear that I’m lacking knowledge in various areas to make good, solid decisions at a higher level. 

For years I have received words about being a ‘Joseph’, someone whose life and position is used by God to transfer wealth and resources into the Kingdom. Now seems to be the time to follow the education that goes with the calling! 

I’m not sure if I’ll end up being a business man with a heart for missions or a missionary with a heart for business, but either way, I want to give myself for the expansion of the Kingdom. My life vision has and will be that I want to be a friend of the Bridegroom who prepares the hearts of people to prepare the nations for Jesus’ return and coming Kingdom. 

At a young age I already had an interest in economics and doing business. I started trading stock when I was 14. At the end of my high school I was about to choose between Business Economics or Business Management when the lord redirected my path to study Theology at Utrecht University. After that I just continued to walk into the next steps that the Lord seemed to have prepared for me: starting a community house while studying; a year in India, studying for a Master of Divinity; temp jobs in Holland, internship and staff in IHOP-KC combined with an increased amount of traveling and ministry in various situations. But as I was traveling and the work in India, Myanmar and some other places started to grow, I noticed that I wanted something more.

Wherever I went I noticed many great opportunities to impact lives for Jesus that often are limited by lack of finances and/or good organization and clear vision. I felt a desire grow to be able to invest in these initiatives, help with organization and vision and generate funds and resources to support it. Over the years I always got excited when I met people in the marketplace or governmental functions that use their influence to love God and their neighbors. Through their efforts many funds and resources become available. I saw in South Africa and Zimbabwe how tens of thousands of children, men and women were being helped because a few people used their God given position and authority. That is what I want! But I’m lacking the knowledge and wisdom to function well in such a position, to make right decisions and to speak the language of those that are in those positions.

During the South Africa trip I started to think about studying again, partly because of a word that I got in Cape Town from a business couple in Cape Town that loves Jesus with all their time and resources. I decided to let it rest and look at it again when back in Holland and maybe start in January, since it was hard to make a decision without having  good internet and phone connections. Then I suddenly found myself back in Holland a month earlier, just in time to sign up for this year. All relevant studies only start in September and not in January. It was only because I had been living abroad that I could sign up last minute, else I would have had to go to a longer procedure that would have delayed my application past the deadline. Suddenly it also started making sense why God had told me to lay down all my plans and keep my agenda open after this Summer, even though there were so many ministry opportunities that seemed so great. If there’s ever a chance to study again it seems to be now.

Half a year ago Bob Hartley from the Joseph Company (a ministry for people in the marketplace that is a part of IHOP-KC) prophesied over our team that was going to Haiti. He only had my name and didn’t know me. I wasn’t even there for the prayer meeting. Among other things he said that I would go back to the University where I had studied ten years ago and would have a certain role there the coming years. Then he spelled the letters that he saw: U.T.R.E.C.H.T. He had no clue what that meant! The day before I had just realized that it was ten years ago that I had studied at Utrecht University and I spend some time researching their roots and motto on the internet. Utrecht was the place where I started some prayer meetings and became more involved in prayer. So I prayed again that night before I got Bob’s word that God would do something in Utrecht. Over the past six months I have been praying about the meaning of that word. I had no idea how or why I would end up in Utrecht, imagine being involved with the University. Now it all suddenly is coming together, so I’m curious about what God is up to!

What stays the same? 

My heart and passion hasn’t changed. I’m still full time available for God’s daily plans. I’m still involved in:
· (the expansion of) prayer and ministry in Utrecht, the Netherlands, Europe and other nations.

· Preparing the hearts of people to prepare the nations for Jesus’ return and coming Kingdom.

· Supporting intercessory missionaries with a monthly amount. 

· Supporting initiatives in India and Myanmar that have an holistic approach as they train leaders, plant churches, help people groups to develop, take care of orphans, widows and prostituted women, among many other things, while they have or strive to have prayer at the core of it all. At this very moment your support provides simple food, clothing, a place to stay and school fees/training for 61 children and 20 pastors in India and Myanmar. Yet this is only the beginning. Our dreams and vision is much, much bigger. As a result, this work starts to ask a little more of my time.  
· A total of about 65% of all the money that you give me goes to these projects, one time donations and relief work. The amount that I reserve monthly for my own life expenses hopefully will only increase a little, since rent will be much higher in Holland, yet my insurance is cheaper. So only the costs for the (government subsidized) tuition fees and studying materials are extra. 

· My studies are not my whole life, but part of it. I want to let study and work influence each other, just like I have studied at the IHOPU Bible school as a part of my daily life over the past years. Theoretically it should be possible to finish my studies in two instead of three years, but I’m not sure if I would be able to study that much without doing other things that have my heart. Also, I think that would take away from the other things that the Lord called me to Utrecht for, even though I don’t know what it’s going to be yet.
What is needed?

As I explained above, I believe that the core of my life and vision hasn’t changed. I still view myself as full time available for the Kingdom. Therefore I’d like to ask you to continue to support me in that as well. This coming season naturally won’t be exactly the same, since a good amount of time weekly will be spend on studying. However, as I mentioned, the work that I’m involved in is only increasing!

I appreciate so much how you have shown trust by investing in my life and work as a missionary. I hope that we can continue to be a team in this next season.
Would you (continue) to invest in this season of growth in depth in my life, 

resulting in me becoming more effective in my calling?
Some may ask why I’m not trying to find a part time job, as other students do. My main reason is that I feel called to continue full time in the things of the Kingdom. Not that working a job is ‘less’. I’m with the apostle Paul in the principle of tent making. But I’m also with the apostle Paul who stopped making tents as soon as a bag full of money arrived that was brought together by churches elsewhere. He started teaching full time right away. He wasn’t afraid to work, but preferred being released by the generosity of others to give himself to his calling. I hope that likewise I’ll be ‘worth my wages’ to you and can continue to pursue what God has for me in Utrecht and in supporting and expanding missionary work in other nations. 

Just to be clear: a gift should never be against your will. God loves the cheerful giver. Don’t continue just because you feel bad about stopping the support. If you don’t agree with the changes or just want to stop supporting, feel free to do so! I’m glad that you have been willing to do it all this time! I’d only like to hear it a little in advance, so that I know what change of income to expect.

I’d like to ask you to continue to pray a lot for me. It’s not easy for me to start studying again and to live in a little room (if/when I’ll find one!) in a crowded city, being back in the Netherlands with all the reverse culture shock stuff that comes up after six years of mostly living in the USA and India. 
I hope all the other details will become clear soon and will update you about it in the next newsletter. Great news is that I just heard from an official government advisor that I’m in such a unique situation that it makes me completely tax exempt in the Netherlands. That is a miracle! Everyone here pays usually at least 30% income tax! I will hear from my church that send me out as a missionary if I will continue in that position or not. If not, then I’ll have to find an organization that can handle the gift flow from my supporters, which is necessary to maintain my current status of being tax exempt. 
Please pray that I will find an affordable place to stay in Utrecht. Rooms are very hard to find, the waiting lists are several years long, and what is available is often not that great or at least $450 per month for just a tiny 10x10 feet room. 
Thank you!
Dear peoples, you made it all the way to the end of this long letter without any significant cool layout to make it look more appealing! That’s a real accomplishment! I hope it has helped you to understand the changes and to really be able to stand behind what is happening. Feel free to ask questions if you have any. Thanks once again for being a team and I hope we will continue together for many years to come!

Shalom,

Johan Verhoef,

On behalf of the Support Team
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